
Chapter 4  Child Sexual Abuse  ❖  103

objects into the vagina or anus (Chaffin, 2008; Friedrich, 2007). Sexualized behavior 
is also believed to be the behavioral symptom that is most predictive of the occur-
rence of sexual abuse, although only approximately one-third of victims exhibit this 
symptom (Friedrich, 1993).

Another frequently observed outcome in children is post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) and PTSD-related symptoms. PTSD symptoms include nightmares, 
fears, feelings of isolation, inability to enjoy usual activities, somatic complaints, 
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Table 4.2 � Common Effects Associated With Child Sexual Abuse in  
Children, Youth, and Adults
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